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Bronia," she complained, "but perhaps she hasn't
a stamp either/* Because of her own sadness she
was more able to enter into the troubles of her
father, her brother and Hela. To her father she
wrote: "Don't worry about us; you have done
everything a father could do for us; after all,
haven't you given us quite nice characters? We'll
be able to earn a living all right, you'll see." And
to her brother: "Joseph, borrow a hundred roubles
and stay in Warsaw. Don't bury yourself in the
country and don't be angry if I do give you
advice. Remember our agreement to say anything
that comes into our heads. Everybody thinks that
to practise in the country would be to bury your-
self in a hole and have no career. A doctor with-
out a chemist's shop, a hospital or books will just
become a dud, however good his resolutions may
be. If that happened to you, darling, I should be
desperately unhappy, because now that I have
lost all hope of ever being anything myself, all
my ambition is fixed on you and Bronia. You
mustn't bury the gifts that our family undoubt-
edly possess. They must come out in one of us.
The more I despair about myself, the more I hope
for you.** Manya was also feeling great sym-
pathy for Hela, who had been given up by her
lover, and great indignation against young men
in general: "Truly," she wrote, "one is learning
to have a good opinion of people! If they don't
want to marry poor girls, they can go to the devil.
No one asks them to do it, but why fall in love
with them and then upset them?"